FREDERIC CHOPIN AND GEORGE SAND

received him very kindly, and all went as well as
could be till on going to visit her one day in company
with another musician who was of more note in
Paris than he at that time, she offered a chair to this
gentleman before thinking of inviting Chopin to be
seated. He never called on her again, and forgot
her immediately."

Marriage for such a nature is obviously an absurd
irrelevance. To such, a fair face is merely the
passing accident of inspiration, the symbol of
universal feelings, with as little individual claim on
the musician as the particular skylark that inspired
Shelley, or the particular daisy that inspired Words-
worth.

In this respect, then, Chopin and George Sand
appear to have been well matched, and on neither
side does there seem to have been opportunity for
heart-break.

Whatever power George Sand held over him,
Chopin, therefore, ran no tragic risk in visiting
Nohant, and that first visit of his there in the
summer of 1837 has less the aspect of a dawning
love affair than the beginning of a semi-matri-
monial comradeship. Details of this visit, as also
of a second visit in the following summer of 1830,
are wanting. In the winter of 1837, however, we
first hear of Chopin's consumptive tendency, and
it was the fear of spending another winter in the
inclement air of Paris that brought about the
famous Sand-Chopin sojourn in Majorca, of which
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